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At CFUW Fredericton we are continuing with our activities, albeit in a different 

format.  In October we had an in-person luncheon at Boston Pizza and six members 

attended.   

 

We had our first General Meeting since the summer, including a guest speaker: 

Julia Stewart, Director of the Public Library in Fredericton. On Monday, October 

26 we had our first “Public Event” via Zoom organized by the Issues Committee. 

The title of the event was Climate Change, Women and Atlantic Canada.  This 

meeting was open to all Atlantic Canada CFUW Clubs and was well attended.   

 

Some committees meet in person, others via Zoom and again others have a “hybrid” 

format in which some members attend in person and others via Zoom.  

 

The Atlantic Regional Council was held, via Zoom, on October 24.   

 

We have also had a Zoom meeting with the Newmarket/Aurora Club in Ontario to 

discuss fundraising possibilities. Our Book Fair Committee will get together in late 

November to discuss our book fair, and perhaps other fundraising opportunities.  

But most important of all, we have been able to award 20 scholarships this year 

as well as other grants.  

 

Bo Miedema, President CFUW Fredericton 

http://cfuwfredericton.com/
mailto:baukjemiedema@gmail.com


 

 

 

Library and Creative Arts Committee 

 

2021 Marks Thirty Years of Library Grants to Rural Schools 

It may seem like a small thing to see a new book at your local school library; 

however, that book may open an exciting world of adventure and lifelong learning.   

 

CFUW Fredericton has awarded Library Grants to rural schools in District 17 and 

18 since 1981.  These grants are given so that schools can purchase books or similar 

library materials to enhance their existing collection, and to stimulate students' 

interest in literacy. 

 

This year's grant recipients included Cambridge Narrows Community School, 

McAdam High School, Doaktown Elementary School, McAdam Elementary 

School, Keswick Ridge School and Minto Memorial High School. 

 

Grant recipients are chosen based on the expressed needs of each school 

library.  In their applications, schools often express concern about lack of 

sufficient funding to replace aging classics or to buy new material. As well, 

students in rural schools may not have easy access to public libraries and reference 

materials available there. 

 

In one application, it was explained that “It has been at least 10 years since these 

books have been updated...in order to engage our readers further we are looking to 

upgrade our collection with books in the areas of science, technology, engineering, 

coding, current topics, books with changeable endings, books for certain levels that 

we are very low in number, current authors along with student generated topics.” 

 

Many of the applications had similar themes. The funds for these grants are 

obtained through our annual Book Fair. This past year, sadly, CFUW Fredericton 

was not able to have the Book Fair due to COVID 19. Nonetheless, our organization 

will continue with these library grants in the coming year.  Applications are sent to 

schools early in the year with grant decisions made in early spring. 

 

Thirty years of supporting rural school libraries. 

 

Cheryl Stairs, Libraries and Creative Arts Convener 

 



 

 

 

These are the books the Minto Memorial High School purchased using the funds of 

the CFUW Fredericton Library grant in 2020.  

 

 

Scholarships Winner 2020-2021 
 

This year we have awarded 20 scholarships. In normal circumstances we invite all 

the scholarship winners to an Open House and the CFUW Fredericton members can 

meet the scholarship recipients. This was not possible this year. So we approached 

all winners to provide us with a brief biography and a photograph and permission to 

use this in our newsletter and on our social media platforms. Almost all agreed. So 

in this newsletter you will find the first 4 scholarship winners for the 2020-2021 

year.  In subsequent newsletters we will highlight other scholarship winners.  

 

We are very impressed with these scholarship winners. Many have already 

accomplished a lot and many are dedicated to serve their communities in one way or 

another.   



 

 

 

NEW BRUNSWICK COMMUNITY COLLEGE-FREDERICTON  

(1 scholarship) 
 

 

CFUW-Fredericton Scholarship (Value $1,000) 

 

SHEERENE FACEY-HELWELL, Fredericton, NB, Year 2, Business Administration: 

Accounting 

  

I am a first year 

international accounting 

student. My programme is 

scheduled for two years and 

so I will be graduating in 

June 2021. I moved here 

from Jamaica in August 2019 

with my family [husband 

Pierre and children Tyler 

(10) and Talysa (9)].  Prior to 

starting school I worked in 

hotels in different 

capacities, my major 

background being Sales and 

Marketing. I do have a 

Bachelor of Science Degree 

in Hospitality and Tourism 

Management from the 

University of Technology and 

University of the West Indies in Jamaica. I am organized, detail oriented, and 

communicate well, both written and orally. I am enjoying my course of study at 

NBCC Fredericton and I love living in Fredericton. 

 

 

 

Congratulations Sheerene!  

  



 

 

ST. THOMAS UNIVERSITY  

(3 Scholarships) 
 

 

CFUW-Fredericton Entrance Scholarship (Value $2,000) 

 

HALEY McPHERSON, Hampton, NB, Year 1, BA  

 

 

Haley McPherson is currently 

working towards a specialization in 

Psychology as part of her 

Bachelor of Arts degree at St 

Thomas University. Haley 

attended Hampton High School 

where she graduated with High 

Honours and was awarded an AP 

Scholar. During High School, 

Haley was actively involved in her 

community through her volunteer 

involvement with the Hampton 

Food Basket and the Learning 

Ladder Early Education Centre. 

Haley enjoys working with 

children and is employed with the 

Saint John Boys and Girls Club as 

a facilitator in their summer- and 

afterschool programs in the City 

South End Community Centre. 

Haley was inspired to pursue a career as a Psychologist because of the many people 

she has met that have been dealing with psychological issues.  
 

Congratulations Haley! 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

CFUW-Fredericton Scholarship (Value $2,000) 

 

 

OLIVIA FINNAMORE, Moncton, NB, Year 3, BA, Psychology 

 

 

Olivia is a fourth-year student 

who is honouring in Psychology 

and minoring in French. From 

Moncton, NB, she transferred to 

St. Thomas University for her 

second year and loves living in 

Fredericton. By working with the 

Learning Disabilities Association 

of NB, Olivia has developed a 

passion for connecting with 

children and helping them 

improve their language abilities. 

In her free time, you can find 

her enjoying the outdoors, 

writing, or playing with her 

puppy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations Olivia!  



 

 

CFUW-Fredericton Mature Student Scholarship (Value $2,000) 

 

TABATHA BLANEY-GALE, Oromocto, NB, BA, Psychology 

 

I am a 40-year old mother to 

three school-aged children, a 

wife, and a full-time student. 

I was born and raised in 

Fredericton, NB, but I have 

had the privilege to live in all 

three Maritime Provinces. 

After high school, I obtained 

a Diploma in Civil Engineering 

Technology and worked for 

several years as a 

construction manager and 

estimator for a local company. 

However, after the birth of 

my children I felt compelled 

to find a career that would 

help build and support strong 

communities. I am currently in 

my third year of studies at 

St. Thomas University, 

pursuing a Bachelor of Arts 

with an honours in psychology. 

My goal is to complete a Master of Science in occupational therapy, specializing in 

neurocognitive development and disorders, so that I can help people achieve 

fulfilling lives. 

 

Congratulations Tabatha! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

CFUW Fredericton Activities 

 
 Monday, November 16,  Recruitment Strategy Committee via Zoom 

 
 Wednesday, November 18, Luncheon at Pür & Simple (RVSP Sharon) 

 

 Thursday, November 19, Executive Meeting via Zoom (1.30pm) 

 

 Tuesday, November 24, Book Fair Committee (in person?) 

 

 Thursday, November 26, General Meeting via Zoom (12.30pm) 

 

 Monday, November 25, to Sunday, December 6, 16 days of activism to end 

gender-based violence. You will receive e-blasts from us every day for 16 

days with information. Also see https://cfuwadmin.org/wp-

content/uploads/2020/11/16-Days-2020-Toolkit-FINAL.pdf.  

 

If you interested in joining one of these committees, please do not hesitate to 

contact me at baukjemiedema@gmail.com 

 

Given the pandemic circumstances, we will not have our traditional Hanukah/ 

Christmas luncheon or our December Happy Yappy this year.  

 

CFUW Fredericton works very much with a committee structure: here is a list of 

committees, in case you are interested in joining CFUW Fredericton 

 

Book Fair 

Education and Scholarships 

Issues 

Book Club  

Libraries and Creative  

Public Relations/Publicity  

Study Group (Long Term Care). 

  

https://cfuwadmin.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/16-Days-2020-Toolkit-FINAL.pdf
https://cfuwadmin.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/16-Days-2020-Toolkit-FINAL.pdf
mailto:baukjemiedema@gmail.com


 

 

CFUW National Activities 

 

CFUW National: Please JOIN US for a conversation as an information 

exchange and open discussion among CFUW members.  

As recommended by the CFUW Mediation Report of June 2020, the CFUW 

Board created a national Communications Committee to develop a 

communications strategy to improve relationships within our organization and 

with the specific intent of healing strained relationships. Please join us for a 

conversation as an information exchange and open discussion among CFUW 

members. We will be convening on Zoom twice, using the same questions each 

time.   

Please register in advance: Tuesday, November 24th, 8-10pm (AST) and 

Wednesday, November 25th, 5.30-7.30pm (AST) 

 

Registrations will be accepted up to noon on November 23. For the Zoom 

invitation and more information, click here: 

https://mcusercontent.com/8efb82640cb8bc1fd889b4668/files/bda357a4-510a-

45d1-aeff-1355e2b6978b/Dialogue_Session_Invitation_final.pdf  

 

 

 
 

 

 

https://cfuw.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8efb82640cb8bc1fd889b4668&id=726bc11c0b&e=d0a1860a32
https://cfuw.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8efb82640cb8bc1fd889b4668&id=726bc11c0b&e=d0a1860a32
https://cfuw.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8efb82640cb8bc1fd889b4668&id=726bc11c0b&e=d0a1860a32


 

 

This year our holiday season will be different, but 

nevertheless a delightful  
 

Christmas and Hanukkah 

 

 
 

Please feel free to distribute this newsletter to family, 

friends and other groups that maybe interested. 

 

 
If you are interested in becoming a CFUW Fredericton member, 

please contact Jenipher Shousboe schous@bellaliant.net. 

 

If you are a student, we have student memberships.  

 

mailto:schous@bellaliant.net

